Stollen Moments — VVayeshev — December 21, 2024

PARASHA SUMMARY FROM WWW. REFORMJUDAISM.ORG

e Jacob prepares to meet Esau. He wrestles with a "man,” who changes Jacob's name to Israel.
(32:4-33)

e Jacob and Esau meet and part peacefully, each going his separate way. (33:1-17)

e Dinah is raped by Shechem, the son of Hamor the Hivite, who was chief of the country. Jacob's
sons Simeon and Levi take revenge by murdering all the males of Shechem, and Jacob's other
sons join them in plundering the city. (34:1-31)

e Rachel dies giving birth to Benjamin and is buried in Ephrah, which is present-day Bethlehem.
(35:16-21)

e Isaac dies and is buried in Hebron. Jacob's and Esau's progeny are listed. (35:22-36:43)

Genesis 33
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1 Looking up, Jacob saw Esau coming, with a retinue of four hundred. He divided the children
among Leah, Rachel, and the two maids, 2 putting the maids and their children first, Leah and her
children next, and Rachel and Joseph last. 3 He himself went on ahead and bowed low to the ground
seven times until he was near his brother. 4 Esau ran to greet him. He embraced him and, falling on
his neck, he kissed him; and they wept. 5 Looking about, he saw the women and the children.
“Who,” he asked, “are these with you?” He answered, “The children with whom God has favored
your servant.” 6 Then the maids, with their children, came forward and bowed low; 7 next Leah,
with her children, came forward and bowed low; and last, Joseph and Rachel came forward and
bowed low. 8 And he asked, “What do you mean by all this company which I have met?” He
answered, “To gain my lord’s favor.” 9 Esau said, “I have enough, my brother; let what you have
remain yours.” 10 But Jacob said, “No, I pray you; if you would do me this favor, accept from me
this gift; for to see your face is like seeing the face of God, and you have received me favorably. 11
Please accept my present which has been brought to you, for God has favored me and I have plenty.”
And when he urged him, he accepted. 12 And [Esau] said, “Let us start on our journey, and I will
proceed at your pace.” 13 But he said to him, “My lord knows that the children are frail and that the
flocks and herds, which are nursing, are a care to me; if they are driven hard a single day, all the
flocks will die. 14 Let my lord go on ahead of his servant, while | travel slowly, at the pace of the
cattle before me and at the pace of the children, until I come to my lord in Seir.” 15 Then Esau said,
“Let me assign to you some of the people who are with me.” But he said, “Oh no, my lord is too
kind to me!” 16 So Esau started back that day on his way to Seir. 17 But Jacob journeyed on to
Succoth, and built a house for himself and made stalls for his cattle; that is why the place was called
Succoth.

Commentaries

Bereshit Rabbah 78:10

(10) And Esau ran to meet him... and kissed him- the word "kissed" is dotted. Said R' Shimon Ben
Eleazar: (...) Teaches that on that moment he was moved and kissed him with all his heart. Rabbi
Yannai said to him: If so, why is ['kissed'] dotted? On the contrary, it teaches that [Esau] came not
to Kiss [Jacob] but to bite him, but our ancestor Jacob's neck became like marble and that wicked
man's teeth were blunted. Hence, 'and they wept' teaches that [Jacob] wept because of his neck and
[Esau] wept because of his teeth.

Kli Yakar on Genesis 33:9:1

(1) And Esau said | have much. Meaning much, but not everything, and Jacob said G-d blessed me
and | have everything, because the wicked even if they have all the silver and gold in the World,
they still feel missing, and they have much, but not all they need ,therefore said Esau | have much,
but not everything, because still there is something missing. If he has a hundred in his hand, he
desires two hundred. The righteous, on the other hand, even if they have little on their hands, they
are satisfied and happy with their share, and it looks to them as if they have everything.




