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Stollen Moments – Vayeshev – December 21, 2024 
 

 

PARASHA SUMMARY FROM WWW. REFORMJUDAISM.ORG 

 

• Jacob is shown to favor his son Joseph, whom the other brothers resent. Joseph has dreams of 

grandeur. (Genesis 37:1-11) 

• After Joseph's brothers had gone to tend the flocks in Shechem, Jacob sends Joseph to report on 

them. The brothers decide against murdering Joseph but instead sell him into slavery. After he is 

shown Joseph's coat of many colors, which had been dipped in the blood of a kid, Jacob is led to 

believe that Joseph has been killed by a beast. (Genesis 37:12-35) 

• Tamar successively marries two of Judah's sons, each of whom dies. Judah does not permit her 

levirate marriage to his youngest son. She deceives Judah into impregnating her. (Genesis 38:1-

30) 

• God is with Joseph in Egypt until the wife of his master, Potiphar, accuses him of rape, 

whereupon Joseph is imprisoned. (Genesis 39:1-40:23) 
 

 

Genesis 37 

 

ץ   רֶׁ ֶ֖ אֶׁ יו בְּ ִ֑ י אָב  ֵּ֣ גוּר  ץ מְּ רֶׁ ֶ֖ אֶׁ ב בְּ ב יַעֲק ֹ֔ ֵּ֣שֶׁ עַן׃וַי  נָָֽ ה   כְּ ה שָנָה֙ הָיָָ֨ ֵ֤ ר  שְּ ע־עֶׁ בַָֽ ן־שְּ ף בֶׁ ב יוֹס ֵ֞ וֹת יַעֲק ֹ֗ דֵּ֣ לְּ ה ׀ ת  לֶׁ ֵּ֣ א 

ף אֶׁ  ָ֛ א יוֹס  ֵ֥ יו וַיָב  ִ֑ י אָב  ֵּ֣ ש  פֶָ֖ה נְּ לְּ ֵ֥י ז  נ  ת־בְּ אֶׁ ה וְּ הָָ֛ לְּ ֵ֥י ב  נ  ת־בְּ עַר אֶׁ וּא נַֹ֗ הֵּ֣ אן וְּ חָיו֙ בַצ ֹ֔ ת־אֶׁ ה אֶׁ ֵ֤ עֶׁ ה  ר  ם רָעֶָ֖ בָתֵָ֥ ת־ד 

ם׃ ָֽ יהֶׁ ל־אֲב  ים׃ אֶׁ ָֽ נֶׁת פַס  ת ֵ֥ וֹ כְּ שָה לֶ֖ עֵָ֥ וֹ וְּ וּא לִ֑ ים הֶ֖ ֵ֥ קֻנ  ן־זְּ י־בֶׁ ָֽ יו כ  ל־בָנָֹ֔ כׇּ ף֙ מ  ת־יוֹס  ב אֶׁ ל אָהֵַ֤ רָא ֹ֗ שְּ י  וּ   וְּ אֵּ֣ רְּ וַי 

ם׃ שָלָֽ וֹ לְּ רֵ֥ וּ דַבְּ לֶ֖ א יָכְּ ל ֵ֥ וֹ וְּ תִ֑ וּ א  אֶ֖ נְּ שְּ ַֽי  יו וַָֽ חָֹ֔ ל־אֶׁ כׇּ ם֙ מ  יהֶׁ ב אֲב  וֹ אָהֵַ֤ תֵ֞ י־א  ָֽ יו כ  חָֹ֗ ף֙ חֲלֹ֔  אֶׁ ם יוֹס  ֶ֖ד  וַיַחֲלֵ֤ וֹם וַיַג 

וֹ׃  תָֽ א  א  נ ֵ֥ שְּ וֹד  עֶ֖ פוּ  ֵ֥ וַיוֹס  יו  חִָ֑ אֶׁ י׃ לְּ ת  מְּ חָלָָֽ ר  ֵ֥ אֲשֶׁ ֶ֖ה  הַזֶׁ וֹם  הַחֲלֵ֥ א  עוּ־נָָ֕ מְּ ש  ם  ִ֑ יהֶׁ אֲל  ר  אמֶׁ נוּ   וַי ֶ֖ חְּ אֲנַַ֜ נ ְ֠ה  ה  וְְּ֠

י ת  אֲלֻמ ֵּ֣ ינָה֙  סֻבֶׁ֙ תְּ ֵ֤ה  נ  ה  וְּ בָה  צִָ֑ גַם־נ  וְּ י  ֶ֖ אֲלֻמָת  מָה  קֵָ֥ ָ֛ה  נ  ה  וְּ ה  הַשָדֶֹׁ֔ וֹךְ  תֵּ֣ בְּ ים֙  אֲלֻמ  ים  ֵ֤ מ  אַלְּ ֶ֖יןָ  מְּ תַחֲוֶׁ שְּ ָֽ וַת  ם  כֶֹׁ֔

י׃ ָֽ עַ  לַאֲלֻמָת  וֹ  תֹ֔ א א  נ ֵּ֣ פוּ עוֹד֙ שְּ ֵ֤ וַיוֹס  נוּ  בִָ֑ ל  ש ֶ֖ מְּ וֹל ת  ם־מָשֵ֥ ינוּ א  עָל ֹ֔ לךְ֙  מְּ ךְ ת  הֲמָלֵ֤ יו  חָֹ֔ אֶׁ לוֹ֙  רוּ  אמְּ ל־ וַי ֵ֤

יו׃  בָרָָֽ עַל־דְּ יו וְּ תֶָ֖ ר חֲלמ  וֹם אַח ֹ֔ ם עוֹד֙ חֲלֵּ֣ ֵּ֧ה    וַיַחֲלֵ֥ נ  ה  וֹד וְּ י חֲלוֹם֙ עֹ֔ ָֽ ת  מְּ ה חָלֵַ֤ נ ָ֨ ר ה  אמֶׁ יו וַי ֹ֗ חִָ֑ אֶׁ וֹ לְּ תֶ֖ ר א  ֵ֥ סַפ  וַיְּ

י׃  ָֽ ים ל  ֶ֖ תַחֲו  שְּ ָֽ ים מ  וֹכָב ֹ֔ ד עָשָר֙ כָֽ אַחֵַ֤ חַ וְּ ֹ֗ הַיָר  ש וְּ מֶׁ ֵּ֣ ר   הַשֶׁ אמֶׁ יו וַי ֵּ֣ וֹ אָב ֹ֔ עַר־בֵּ֣ גְּ חָיו֒ וַי  ל־אֶׁ אֶׁ יו֮ וְּ ל־אָב  ר אֶׁ ֵּ֣ סַפ  וַיְּ

צָה׃ רְּ ךֶ֖ אָָֽ ת לְּ תַחֲו ֵ֥ שְּ ה  יך לְּ אַחֶֹׁ֔ ךֵּ֣ וְּ מְּ א  י֙ וְּ וֹא אֲנ  וֹא נָבֹ֗ תָ הֲבֵּ֣ מְּ ר חָלִָ֑ ֵּ֣ ֶ֖ה אֲשֶׁ וֹם הַזֶׁ ה הַחֲלֵ֥ וֹ מָָ֛ יו  לֹ֔ חִָ֑ וֹ אֶׁ אוּ־בֶ֖ קַנְּ וַיְּ

ר׃ ת־הַדָבָָֽ ר אֶׁ יו שָמֵַ֥ ֶ֖ אָב  ם׃  וְּ ָֽ כֶׁ שְּ ם ב  ֶ֖ יהֶׁ אן אֲב  ־צ ֵ֥ תֶׄ וֹת אֶֶׁׄ עָ֛ רְּ יו ל  חִָ֑ וּ אֶׁ כֶ֖ ר   וַי לְּ אמֶׁ וֹא  וַי ָ֨ ף הֲלֵ֤ ל־יוֹס ֹ֗ ל אֶׁ רָא ַ֜ שְּ י 

י׃  נ  ָֽ נ  וֹ ה  ר לֶ֖ אמֶׁ ם וַי ֵ֥ ִ֑ יהֶׁ לָחֲךֵּ֣ אֲל  שְּ אֶׁ ה וְּ כֶָ֖ ם לְּ כֶֹׁ֔ שְּ ים ב  ֵּ֣ ע  יך֙ ר   אַחֶׁ֙

 
1 Now Jacob was settled in the land where his father had sojourned, the land of Canaan. 2 This, 

then, is the line of Jacob: At seventeen years of age, Joseph tended the flocks with his brothers, as a 

helper to the sons of his father’s wives Bilhah and Zilpah. And Joseph brought bad reports of them 

to their father. 3 Now Israel loved Joseph best of all his sons—he was his “child of old age”; and he 

had made him an ornamented tunic. 4 And when his brothers saw that their father loved him more 

than any of his brothers, they hated him so that they could not speak a friendly word to him. 5 Once 

Joseph had a dream which he told to his brothers; and they hated him even more. 6 He said to them, 
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“Hear this dream which I have dreamed: 7 There we were binding sheaves in the field, when 

suddenly my sheaf stood up and remained upright; then your sheaves gathered around and bowed 

low to my sheaf.” 8 His brothers answered, “Do you mean to reign over us? Do you mean to rule 

over us?” And they hated him even more for his talk about his dreams. 9 He dreamed another dream 

and told it to his brothers, saying, “Look, I have had another dream: And this time, the sun, the 

moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” 10 And when he told it to his father and brothers, 

his father berated him. “What,” he said to him, “is this dream you have dreamed? Are we to come, 

I and your mother and your brothers, and bow low to you to the ground?” 11 So his brothers were 

wrought up at him, and his father kept the matter in mind. 12 One time, when his brothers had gone 

to pasture their father’s flock at Shechem, 13 Israel said to Joseph, “Your brothers are pasturing at 

Shechem. Come, I will send you to them.” He answered, “I am ready.” 
 

Commentaries 
 

Rashi on 37:5 

 AND THEY COULD NOT SPEAK PEACEABLY TO HIM — from what is ולא יכלו דברו לשלום

stated to their discredit we may infer something to their credit: they did not speak one thing with 

their mouth having another thing quite different in their hearts (Genesis Rabbah 84:9). 

 

Sforno on 37:5 

 this too was an ill advised move. Had he been more mature he would have kept the ,ויגד לאחיו

contents of such a dream to himself. 

 

Rashi on 37:8 

 AND FOR HIS WORDS — for the evil report about them which he used to bring to their ועל דבריו

father. 

 

 
 

STOLLEN MOMENTS WILL NOT MEET NEXT WEEK. HAPPY NEW YEAR! 


