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Why Nuremberg?

Background
• Hitler had been in power for a few years already. No secret of his bias and prejudice, but he
needed clarification to accomplish his goals. Ground was fertile for other-ing the Jews.
• The Third Reich needed legal ways to change the status of Jews from German Jews to Jews living in
Germany.
• These laws created a translation of ideology into black-and-white legislation.

• They established persecution of Jews for who they were and not for what they believed – this is
not anti-Judaism, it is racial antisemitism.
• These laws were written hastily in anticipation of a rally on September 15, 1935.
• They reflect a tension between radicals and pragmatists over definitions.

• There was no pretense that the ideology was based on real science – the ideology was more
important than the facts.
• The laws succeeded in broadening Jewishness to include many who did not themselves identify
as Jews. This was a radical change that would have catastrophic implications for European
Jewry.

Reich Citizenship Law
Article 1
1. A subject of the state is a person who enjoys the protection of the German Reich and who in
consequence has specific obligations toward it.
2. The status of subject of the state is acquired in accordance with the provisions of the Reich and the
Reich Citizenship Law.
Article 2
1. A Reich citizen is a subject of the state who is of German or related blood and proves by his
conduct that he is willing and fit to faithfully serve the German people and Reich.
2. Reich citizenship is acquired through the granting of a Reich citizenship certificate.
3. The Reich citizen is the sole bearer of full political rights in accordance with the law.
Article 3

The Reich Minister of the Interior, in coordination with the Deputy of the Führer, will issue the legal
and administrative orders required to implement and complete this law.

Law for the Protection of German Blood and German Honor
Moved by the understanding that purity of German blood is the essential condition for the continued
existence of the German people, and inspired by the inflexible determination to ensure the existence of
the German nation for all time, the Reichstag has unanimously adopted the following law, which is
promulgated herewith:
Article 1

1. Marriages between Jews and citizens of German or related blood are forbidden. Marriages
nevertheless concluded are invalid, even if concluded abroad to circumvent this law.
2. Annulment proceedings can be initiated only by the state prosecutor.
Article 2
Extramarital relations between Jews and citizens of German or related blood are forbidden.
Article 3
Jews may not employ in their households female subjects of the state of German or related blood who
are under 45 years old.

Article 4
1. Jews are forbidden to fly the Reich or national flag or display Reich colors.
2. They are, on the other hand, permitted to display the Jewish colors. The exercise of this right is protected by the
state.
Article 5
1. Any person who violates the prohibition under Article 1 will be punished with a prison sentence with hard labor.
2. A male who violates the prohibition under Article 2 will be punished with a jail term or a prison sentence with
hard labor.

3. Any person violating the provisions under Articles 3 or 4 will be punished with a jail term of up to one year and a
fine, or with one or the other of these penalties.
Article 6
The Reich Minister of the Interior, in coordination with the Deputy of the Führer and the Reich Minister of Justice,
will issue the legal and administrative regulations required to implement and complete this law.

Article 7
The law takes effect on the day following promulgation, except for Article 3, which goes into force on January 1, 1936.

Reich Flag Law
The Reichstag has unanimously approved the following law, which is herewith made public:
Article 1

The colors of the Reich are black, white, red.
Article 2
The Reich and National flag is the swastika flag. It is also the merchant shipping flag.
Article 3
The Fuhrer and Reich Chancellor shall order the form of the Reich wall flag and the Reich
service flag.

Impact and Legacy of Nuremberg 1935
• Clarified and redefined “Who is a Jew.”
• These laws undid Emancipation.
• They prepared the groundwork for further antisemitic measures
across Europe.
• Even this “rule of law” was quickly undone by the Gestapo.
• They led to the elimination of Jewish rights by Germany’s allies.
• The Nuremberg Laws normalized and legalized widespread
persecution and eventual extermination.
• The Holocaust did not begin with gas chambers and crematoria.
• REMEMBER - Everything that the Nazis did was legal.

