A SHABBAT LITURGY OF

THANKSGIVING

WELCOMING SHABBAT
Everything on this earth is borrowed. There is no “mine” or “yours.” There is only “ours.” Even
time is borrowed. We kill over a plot of land that belongs only to our Mother Earth. All you have is
what you came with, and what you will leave with: Your Spirit. (Native American Proverb)
We gather in the spirit of Shabbat and Thanksgiving, welcoming each other and the day of rest. In
celebration of our American Judaism, we are thankful for the freedom we enjoy in this land.

FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION (Adopted Dec. 15, 1791)
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to
assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

LIGHTING THE SHABBAT CANDLES
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SHABBAT KIDDUSH

SHEHECHEYANU - BLESSING FOR A SPECIAL OCCASION
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FROM THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, 1776
WE HOLD THESE TRUTHS to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness. — That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their
just powers from the consent of the governed.
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FROM AN ACT FOR ESTABLISHING RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IN VIRGINIA
Written by Thomas Jefferson, 1777.
Whereas, Almighty God hath created the mind free;
That all attempts to influence it by temporal punishments or burthens, or by civil incapacitations
tend only to beget habits of hypocrisy and meanness, and therefore are a departure from the plan of
the holy author of our religion, who being Lord, both of body and mind yet chose not to propagate
it by coercions on either, as was in his Almighty power to do…
Be it enacted by General Assembly that no man shall be compelled to frequent or support any
religious worship, place, or ministry whatsoever, nor shall be enforced, restrained, molested, or
burthened in his body or goods, nor shall otherwise suffer on account of his religious opinions or
belief, but that all men shall be free to profess, and by argument to maintain, their opinions in
matters of Religion, and that the same shall in no wise diminish, enlarge or affect their civil
capacities. And though we well know that this Assembly elected by the people for the ordinary
purposes of Legislation only, have no power to restrain the acts of succeeding Assemblies
constituted with powers equal to our own, and that therefore to declare this act irrevocable would
be of no effect in law; yet we are free to declare, and do declare that the rights hereby asserted, are
of the natural rights of mankind, and that if any act shall be hereafter passed to repeal the present or
to narrow its operation, such act will be an infringement of natural right.

CHATSI KADDISH
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PLEASE RISE

REFLECTION by Susan B. Anthony
The principle of self-government cannot be violated with impunity. The individual's right to it is
sacred - regardless of class, caste, race, color, sex or any other accident or incident of birth.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING by Walter Rauschenbusch
O God, we thank you for this earth, our home;

For the wide sky and the blessed sun,

For the salt sea and the running water,

For the everlasting hills

And the never-resting winds,

For trees and the common grass underfoot.

We thank you for our senses

By which we hear the songs of birds,

And see the splendor of the summer fields,

And taste of the autumn fruits,

And rejoice in the feel of the snow,

And smell the breath of the spring.

Grant us a heart wide open to all this beauty;

And save our souls from being so blind

That we pass unseeing

When even the common thorn bush

Is aflame with your glory,

O God our creator,

Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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PLEASE BE SEATED

FROM GEORGE WASHINGTON’S LETTER TO THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF NEWPORT, 1790
THE CITIZENS OF THE UNITED STATES of America have a right to applaud themselves for having
given to mankind examples of an enlarged and liberal policy — a policy worthy of imitation. All
possess alike liberty of conscience and immunities of citizenship. May the children of the stock of
Abraham who dwell in this land continue to merit and enjoy the good will of the other inhabitants
— while every one shall sit in safety under his own vine and fig tree and there shall be none to make
him afraid. May the father of all mercies scatter light, and not darkness, upon our paths, and make
us all in our several vocations useful here, and in His own due time and way everlastingly happy.
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A PRAYER BY RED WING
May you be able to gain the peace that surpasses all understanding the gift from the Great Spirit, as
my ancestors did. And may you be able to call the Great Spirit to bless your cornfields of present
day achievements, as my ancestors did. And may you be able, in this age of creative noises and
modern machinery to find still the time to be still, as my ancestors did. Red Wing has spoken.

A THANKSGIVING PRAYER by Rabbi Naomi Levy
For the laughter of the children,
For my own life breath,
For the abundance of food on this table,
For the ones who prepared this sumptuous feast,
For the roof over our heads,
The clothes on our backs,
For our health,
And our wealth of blessings,
For this opportunity to celebrate with family and friends,
For the freedom to pray these words
Without fear,
In any language,
In any faith,
In this great country,
Whose landscape is as vast and beautiful as her inhabitants.
Thank You, God, for giving us all these. Amen.
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T’FILAH
PLEASE RISE
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PLEASE BE SEATED
GRANT US PEACE, Your most precious gift, O Eternal Source of peace, and give us the will to
proclaim its message to all the peoples of the earth. Bless our country, that it may always be a
stronghold of peace, and its advocate among the nations. May contentment reign within its border,
health and happiness within its homes. Strengthen the bonds of friendship among the inhabitants of
all lands, and may the love of Your name hallow every home and every heart. Blessed is the Eternal
God, the Source of peace.
SILENT MEDITATION
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D’VAR TORAH
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PLEASE RISE

FROM THE UNION PRAYER BOOK
May the time not be distant, O God, when Thy Name shall be worshipped in all the earth, when
unbelief shall disappear, and error be no more. We fervently pray that the day may come when all
men shall invoke Thy Name, when corruption and evil shall give way to purity and goodness, when
superstition shall no longer enslave the mind, nor idolatry blind the eye, when all who dwell on
earth shall know that to Thee alone every knee must bend and every tongue give homage. O may
all created in Thine Image recognize they are brethren, so that one in spirit and one in fellowship
they may be forever united before Thee; then shall Thy Kingdom be established on earth, and the
word of Thine ancient seer be fulfilled: The Lord will reign forever and ever.
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Readings are from cited sources and/or Reform prayerbooks
including The Union Prayer Book and Mishkan T’filah.
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