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Moses tells the Israelites that if they follow God's laws, the nations who now dwell across the Jordan River
will not harm them. (7:12–26)
Moses reminds the people of the virtues of keeping God's commandments. He also tells them that they will
dispossess those who now live in the Land only because they are idolatrous, not because the Israelites are
uncommonly virtuous. Thereupon, Moses reviews all of the trespasses of the Israelites against God. (8:1–
10:11)
Moses says that the Land of Israel will overflow with milk and honey if the people obey God's commandments
and teach them to their children. (10:12–11:25)

Deuteronomy 7
12 And if you do obey these rules and observe them carefully, the Lord your God will maintain faithfully for
you the covenant that He made on oath with your fathers: 13 He will favor you and bless you and multiply
you; He will bless the issue of your womb and the produce of your soil, your new grain and wine and oil, the
calving of your herd and the lambing of your flock, in the land that He swore to your fathers to assign to you.
14 You shall be blessed above all other peoples: there shall be no sterile male or female among you or among
your livestock. 15 The Lord will ward off from you all sickness; He will not bring upon you any of the
dreadful diseases of Egypt, about which you know, but will inflict them upon all your enemies.
16 You shall destroy all the peoples that the Lord your God delivers to you, showing them no pity. And you
shall not worship their gods, for that would be a snare to you. 17 Should you say to yourselves, “These nations
are more numerous than we; how can we dispossess them?” 18 You need have no fear of them. You have
but to bear in mind what the Lord your God did to Pharaoh and all the Egyptians: 19 the wondrous acts that
you saw with your own eyes, the signs and the portents, the mighty hand, and the outstretched arm by which
the Lord your God liberated you. Thus will the Lord your God do to all the peoples you now fear. 20 The
Lord your God will also send a plague against them, until those who are left in hiding perish before you. 21
Do not stand in dread of them, for the Lord your God is in your midst, a great and awesome God.
22 The Lord your God will dislodge those peoples before you little by little; you will not be able to put an
end to them at once, else the wild beasts would multiply to your hurt. 23 The Lord your God will deliver
them up to you, throwing them into utter panic until they are wiped out. 24 He will deliver their kings into
your hand, and you shall obliterate their name from under the heavens; no man shall stand up to you, until
you have wiped them out.
25 You shall consign the images of their gods to the fire; you shall not covet the silver and gold on them and
keep it for yourselves, lest you be ensnared thereby; for that is abhorrent to the Lord your God. 26 You must
not bring an abhorrent thing into your house, or you will be proscribed like it; you must reject it as abominable
and abhorrent, for it is proscribed.

1

BIG QUESTION – What is the reward for observing the mitzvot?

Rashi on 7:12
 והיה עקב תשמעוןAND THE CONSEQUENCE WILL BE, IF YE HEARKEN (The Hebrew text may be
taken to signify if you will hear the heel,  — )עקבIf, even the lighter commands which a person
usually treads on with his heels (i.e. which a person is inclined to treat lightly), ye will hearken.

Sforno on 7:12
והיה עקב תשמעון, Moses explains that the reason why the King, i.e. G’d, commands them to observe
all these commandments is in order to be able to fulfill the promises made to their forefathers
regarding them. The people were meant to observe these commandments out of a feeling of love
for G’d, not because they did so in order to earn a reward.

Pirkei Avot 2:1
(1) Rabbi [Yehuda haNasi] said: Which is the straight path that a person should choose for himself?
Whichever [path] that is [itself] praiseworthy for the person adopting [it], And praiseworthy to him
from [other] people. And be as careful with a light commandment as with a weighty one, for you do
not know the reward given [for the fulfillment] of [the respective] commandments. Also, weigh the
loss [that may be sustained through the fulfillment] of a commandment against the reward [that
may be obtained] for [fulfilling] it. And [weigh] the gain [that may be obtained through the committing]
of a transgression against the loss [that may be sustained] by [committing] it. Keep your eye on
three things, and you will not come to sin: Know what is above you: An Eye that sees, and an Ear
that hears, and all your deeds are written in a book.
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